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Hall of Fame Banquet Sept. 30 
 

The Po-Hi Hall of Fame banquet will be held Thursday, Sept. 30 in the lower level 
of City Central. The event will begin at 7 p.m. 
 
Tickets are $50 per person or $500 for a table of eight. Tickets are available and 
can be purchased at the Administration Building, 613 East Grand Avenue. 
 
The fifth honoree being inducted this year into the Hall of Fame is Don Allen 
Mertz. 
 
Don Mertz was born Aug. 26, 1926, in Ponca City, OK, a true member of “the 

greatest generation.” Don was the fourth child of six born to Jack and Hattie Mertz. 
 
Like many kids of the generation, Don and his siblings were busy creating their own fun and games … after 
their chores were done … of course. To hear him tell stories of his childhood adventures in his 
neighborhood, The Great Depression also had a positive side … it was birth to creative play, out-of-the-
box thinking and teamwork. This, no doubt, played a big role in his high school and adult life. 
 
In high school, Don played on the Po-Hi Wildcat football team as right guard and earned a spot on the 
1944 All-Star team. He also served as Po-Hi Prince his senior year. Upon graduation he received a football 
scholarship to Auburn University; however, that was too far from home so after summer drills he came 
back to Oklahoma. In August of 1944 Don enlisted in the Army Reserve Corps. In February of 1945 he was 
called to active duty in the U.S. Army Air Forces and was training to be a tail-gunner as WWII came to an 
end. Don resumed college classes at Northern Oklahoma College so he could be home at night. It was at 
NOC that he met his beautiful bride-to-be, Vivian Kendall, who was his life partner for the next 65 plus 
years. She agreed to help him keep books when he and his brother, Forrest, purchased their grandfather’s 
machine shop just before their wedding day. In addition to their working together at the “machine shop,” 
Don and Vivian also raised four children: John, Marilyn, Charles and Tom. 
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Initially, Mertz Iron and Machine Works built anything (TV antennas, city light poles, air ducts, pre-fab 
piping) and would do a job anywhere … from Kansas air force bases to the south Texas border. Before 
long they grew to enhancing equipment trucks for Haliburton and others. They had an ongoing contract 
with Continental Carbon. They designed and built concrete pavement breakers, ag sprayers … you name it 
… they could envision it, design it and build it. And, they stood behind it. If it broke, they made it right. 
 
In the early 1970s, they began producing oil exploration Vibroseis vehicles for Conoco, which led to selling 
Vibroseis vehicles internationally. After a few learn years, their grandfather’s machine shop had blossomed 
into the second largest employer in Ponca City. With Don’s gift of vision and leadership, Forrest’s 
engineering mind and Vivian’s bookkeeping support, they grew their business under their Mertz motto, 
“Do It Right the First Time.” Mertz Inc. quickly became internationally recognized as the leader in its field 
of the production of oil exploration Vibroseis vehicles. The creative thinking from childhood games, the 
out-of-the-box resourcefulness, the hard work and their team effort all fed into serving the Ponca City 
community and beyond. Don had seen enough of the world to know he wanted the world to come to 
Ponca City, his hometown. The “machine shop” now embodied a payroll of over 450 employees, each of 
whom were valued responsibilities to the Mertz brothers. 
 
Don discovered an interest in ranching that grew until he had a herd of over 800 Black Angus cattle. After 
the sale of Mertz and the Black Angus, Don continued tinkering with metal work at the original location, 
building, repairing, helping others with their projects and raising a few head of cattle. 
 
Don served on numerous boards, both locally, statewide and internationally. Serving on the Pioneer Area 
Vo-Tech board brought him great satisfaction as he saw so many opportunities for these students to 
experience growth and success as a small-town citizen as he had. Don truly wanted others to succeed in 
their own skills. He was a lifetime member of the American Legion and Gideon’s International. He served 
on the boards of Oklahoma Blue Cross and Blue Shield, National Fertilizer and Solutions Board, Vice 
President of the International Association of Geophysical Contractors and the Education Advisory Board of 
the State of Oklahoma. He also served on several bank boards: First National Bank, World Bank and the 
advisory board of the Export-Import Bank of the United States. 
 
His heart thrived in community service. It was in his blood. His father, Jack, served as county commissioner 
for two terms. Don’s heart wanted to give Ponca City what Ponca City gave him, a place where he 
belonged and a place to succeed alongside his fellow Ponca Citians. Don was involved in First Baptist 
Church, helping with their projects and supportive in bringing Young Life to Ponca City, and the 
construction of Young Life’s camp, Clearwater Cove, near Branson, MO. 
 
Don passed away Feb. 20, 2014. He was 87. He was just taking a break from cleaning out his tool box 
before the next job. God said, “Well Done, Faithful Servant!” 


